Learning from the Sermon on the Mount #40
“Check the Integrity of Your Foundation”
Message Notes November 21, 2021

Leaning Tower of Pisa: the critical nature of a solid foundation
Mudslide in Atami, Shizuoka Prefecture, July 3, 2021
Matthew 7:24-27 (NLT)
24
“Anyone who listens to my teaching and follows it is wise, like a person who builds a
house on solid rock. 25 Though the rain comes in torrents and the floodwaters rise and the
winds beat against that house, it won’t collapse because it is built on bedrock. 26 But anyone
who hears my teaching and doesn’t obey it is foolish, like a person who builds a house on
sand. 27 When the rains and floods come and the winds beat against that house, it will
collapse with a mighty crash.”
What Is the Solid Foundation (Rock)?
・ Listening to Jesus’ teaching and following it (v. 24)
Jesus’ teaching is the content of the Sermon on the Mount
Not just listening to it, but also following (obeying) it→ that is faith
James 1:22-25 22 But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says.
Otherwise, you are only fooling yourselves. 23 For if you listen to the word and don’t
obey, it is like glancing at your face in a mirror. 24 You see yourself, walk away, and
forget what you look like. 25 But if you look carefully into the perfect law that sets you
free, and if you do what it says and don’t forget what you heard, then God will bless
you for doing it.
・ No one starts life on this solid foundation. Each person meets Jesus and moves to
this foundation
・ Peter’s encounter with Jesus
John 1:40-42 40 Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard what
John had said and who had followed Jesus. 41 The first thing Andrew did was to find
his brother Simon and tell him, “We have found the Messiah” (that is, the
Christ). 42 And he brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are
Simon son of John. You will be called Cephas” (which, when translated, is Peter).
・ Moving to a new foundation
Matthew 4:18-20 18 One day as Jesus was walking along the shore of the Sea of
Galilee, he saw two brothers—Simon, also called Peter, and Andrew—throwing a net
into the water, for they fished for a living. 19 Jesus called out to them, “Come, follow
me, and I will show you how to fish for people!” 20 And they left their nets at once and
followed him.
・ It is a process, not an instantaneous change
Matthew 16:13-18 13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked
his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 “Well,” they replied,
“some say John the Baptist, some say Elijah, and others say Jeremiah or one of the
other prophets.”
15
Then he asked them, “But who do you say I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You
are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17 Jesus replied, “You are blessed,
Simon son of John, because my Father in heaven has revealed this to you. You did
not learn this from any human being. 18 Now I say to you that you are Peter (which

means ‘rock’), and upon this rock I will build my church, and all the powers of hell will
not conquer it.
Matthew 16:21-26 21 From then on Jesus began to tell his disciples plainly that it was
necessary for him to go to Jerusalem, and that he would suffer many terrible things at
the hands of the elders, the leading priests, and the teachers of religious law. He
would be killed, but on the third day he would be raised from the dead.22 But Peter
took him aside and began to reprimand him for saying such things. “Heaven forbid,
Lord,” he said. “This will never happen to you!”
23
Jesus turned to Peter and said, “Get away from me, Satan! You are a dangerous
trap to me. You are seeing things merely from a human point of view, not from
God’s.”24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you
must give up your own way, take up your cross, and follow me. 25 If you try to hang
on to your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for my sake, you will save
it. 26 And what do you benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your own soul? Is
anything worth more than your soul?
・ Letting Go is Part of the Process
A Life of Building on the Solid Foundation
1 Corinthians 3:11-15 11 For no one can lay any foundation other than the one we already
have—Jesus Christ. 12 Anyone who builds on that foundation may use a variety of
materials—gold, silver, jewels, wood, hay, or straw. 13 But on the judgment day, fire will
reveal what kind of work each builder has done. The fire will show if a person’s work has any
value. 14 If the work survives, that builder will receive a reward. 15 But if the work is burned
up, the builder will suffer great loss. The builder will be saved, but like someone barely
escaping through a wall of flames.
Matthew 6:19-21 19 “Don’t store up treasures here on earth, where moths eat them and rust

destroys them, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 Store your treasures in heaven,
where moths and rust cannot destroy, and thieves do not break in and steal. 21 Wherever
your treasure is, there the desires of your heart will also be.

Conclusion:
1. What is the foundation of your life? Have you or are you moving to Jesus as
your foundation?
2. What is hindering that process? What do you need to let go of?
3. How are you building your life on that solid foundation? What materials are
you using?

