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John 20:12-23 
19 That Sunday evening the disciples were meeting behind locked doors because they were 
afraid of the Jewish leaders. Suddenly, Jesus was standing there among them! “Peace be 
with you,” he said. 20 As he spoke, he showed them the wounds in his hands and his side. 
They were filled with joy when they saw the Lord! 21 Again he said, “Peace be with you. As 
the Father has sent me, so I am sending you.” 22 Then he breathed on them and 
said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, they are forgiven. If you do not 
forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 
 

I. “Peace be with you” 
When Jesus first appeared to the disciples after his resurrection, these were his first 
words to them. He knew that they were afraid, guilty, powerless, defeated, and 
disappointed. At that time, more than anything else, they needed peace, just as we 
do to, each day. 
 
John 14:27  “I am leaving you with a gift—peace of mind and heart. And the peace I 
give is a gift the world cannot give. So don’t be troubled or afraid. 
 
“Don’t be troubled, I am always with you.” This is the message that runs through the 
entire Bible, from Abraham and Moses to Joshua and David, to the prophets and the 
apostles, and finally on to us. The Lord is speaking to us. 
  
Then, “The Lord showed them his hand and his side.” Jesus gave them a visible sign 
of the resurrection to help them overcome their weak faith (see John 20:24-29). 
 
“The disciples saw the Lord and were filled with joy.” How thrilled they must have 
been. The Lord had certainly risen from the dead! And their faith had also been 
resurrected. 
 
Every person struggles with a lifelong fear of death, according to Hebrews 2:14-15 
14 Because God’s children are human beings—made of flesh and blood—the Son 
also became flesh and blood. For only as a human being could he die, and only by 
dying could he break the power of the devil, who had the power of death. 15 Only in 
this way could he set free all who have lived their lives as slaves to the fear of dying. 
 

II. V. 22 “Then he breathed on them and said, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit.’” Cf. Genesis 2:7 
After the Lord’s ascension, the disciples were charged with the central work of 
service (preaching the gospel and building the Church). But the Lord knows that they 
can do nothing without the power of the Holy Spirit. “Why the Holy Spirit? We have 
indeed met the Risen Lord! Isn’t that enough?)  
But the Lord says: Luke 24:49 “And now I will send the Holy Spirit, just as my Father 
promised. But stay here in the city until the Holy Spirit comes and fills you with power 
from heaven.” 
Acts 1:8 “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you 
will be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout 
Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
This was accomplished on the day of Pentecost. From that time on, they were armed 
with the power of the Holy Spirit, and through their bold preaching, many were 
brought to faith.” 
 



Paul says in 1 Corinthians 2:4-5 4 And my message and my preaching were very 
plain. Rather than using clever and persuasive speeches, I relied only on the power 
of the Holy Spirit. 5 I did this so you would trust not in human wisdom but in the power 
of God. 

III. V. 23 “If you forgive anyone sins, they are forgiven. If you do not forgive them, they 
are not forgiven.” 
At this time, the Lord is sending His apostles and His Church to the whole world as 
ministers of the Gospel of the forgiveness of sins, as ambassadors of reconciliation. 
The world is filled with hate, resentment, vengeance, envy. How much does the 
world need deliverance, help, and healing from hostility and strife? It is a world torn 
apart; a family torn apart. 
 
The church they led was a community of love. It was a miraculous work of the Holy 
Spirit. It was a community of love that “forgave one another as Christ forgave them.” 
The Holy Spirit is the Deliverer and Comforter and Helper who transforms us into 
Christlikeness, who leads us to have the forgiving heart of Christ. A church 
established by being filled with the Holy Spirit. 
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